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"How will we know it's us without our past’

John Steinbeck he Grapes of Wratl

As | sit in my office finishing this newsletter | find myself staring at the window ledge that runs along the
my office. Over the years | have filled it with photographs, rocks, shells, feathers, a picture my daughter
F2NJ YSE Y& DNIYRY2GKSNDRDAa LI LISNBSAIKG GKIG SyoOf
treasures. If these objects could talk they could tell you stories from my life.

This is the work we do in museumgelling the stories of lives. We do this through photographs, artifacts,

vall
bain
2 a

household objects, text, art, digital recordings, furniture, architecture...the list could go on and on but yo

every word, seeing every photograph, imagining every event described. | felt connected to my colleagu

museums across the state, in my hometown of Fairbanks and right here in Anchorage. | was cheered to
the phone with some of you as we worked out the details of your articles and the captions for your photg
graphs.

colleagues. You will read of a challenge one museum faces in recruiting volunteers and the outreach do
20KSNJ YdzaSdzyaed LG Aa SEOAGAY3 (G2 tSIENYy 2F (KS
museums touch the lives of those who visit our museums and are drawn to participate in our programs.

In this newsletter you will learn about new exhibits developed by your colleagues and awards given to yttlur

knc

what | mean. As | put together this newsletter | was reminded of the work we do as museum people by readi

in
talk

eb

a u

about the work you do and how Museums Alaska can serve your professional needs and those of your
| want to learn from your experiences. | want to hear your stories.

seums have a crucial role in human society by teaching us about our shared human experience and his
technology, our beliefs, our creative abilities, our tragic loses, and our inspirational acts of kindness and
decency. | want to leave you with a bit more Steinbeck fiidra Grapes of WratiThis passage is never far fr
my thoughts as | do my museum and archaeology work:

When everything that could be sold was sold, stoves and bedsteads, chairs and tables, lit-
tle corner cupboards, tubs and sinks, still there were piles of possessions; and the women sat
among them, turning them over and looking off and beyond and back, pictures, square glasses,
YR KSNXQa | @lFaSo

b2g e&2dz (y2¢ ¢Sttt oKFG ¢S Oly (GF1SthyR ¢
few pots to cook and wash in, and mattresses and comforts, lanterns and buckets, and a piece of
Ol y@l addod! yR GKS NATESKodd2 KSy aKz2Sa FyR Of
the rifle. When Grandpa camedid | tell you?K S K R LISLIJISNI FyR &l td

R2Yy X®¢KS N®BBuinkKup[f SI S Al

The women sat among the doomed things, turning them over and looking past them and
0FrO01® ¢KA&a 0221 a& FFIIKSNI KIR AGX®D20 KAA
0STF2NE KS RASR® | SNEBQATYyFIEGNIRIZANA YE2 Kz ® ¢ KS
room.

We are also gearing up for another conference filled with sessions and workshops designed specifically£o

| hope this conference will rejuvenate all of us and excite us again about the work we do. | truly believe trat I

benefit Alaska museum professionals. | hope to see many of you at the conference. | want to talk with ygu
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(emphasis added)
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Here We Golll

)
,-i‘ Anothergreat Museums Alaska/Alaska
Historical Society joint annual meeting |
planned for September 22 to 24 in
Valdez, Alaskadope to See You There!!

The conference is hosted by
Valdez Museum and Historical Archive
Maxine and Jesse Whitney Museum

@
—Maxine & Jesse —

WHITNEY MUSEUM

Conference Registration is now availabletine at www.museumsalaska.or
Early Registration closes August 31
Late Registration begins September 1 (registration rates increase)

Please see the website www.museumsalaska.org for information on:
Conference Schedule at a Glance
Travel to Valdez
Conference Hotels
Child Care
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Museums Alaska Conference Theme: Looking Back, Thinking Ahead
2011 marks the ten-year anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attack on the World Trade
Center, and Washington, D.C., a disaster that will forever be written in the annals of history.
This year also marks the ten-year anniversary of the Museums Alaska-Alaska Historical Society
2001 conference, the last year that the conference was held in Valdez, a town which itself is no
stranger to disaster. The theme of fALooking
the past ten years of challenge and progress in the fields of Alaskan museology and historical
scholarship, and begs the questions, AWhere
|l essons have we | earned, and how can we pre

The theme of looking back and thinking ahead has many applications to the museum field, be it
on the subjects of disaster planning, collection management, or the design (or redesign) of a
new facility space. 2011 also marks the 40th anniversary of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment act, a landmark event with historical import that extends into the future of our state. Histo-
rians will thus also appreciate this theme of reflection, as it provides an opportunity to look at
Al askads past history and consider | essons

Looking back and thinking ahead is a theme with resonance to the Museums Alaska selected
keynote speaker. Marjorie Schwarzer, author of Riches, Rivals and Radicals: 100 Years of the
Museum in America, spoke at the 2001 conference, providing an insightful assessment of the
then-current state of Alaskan museums. In 2011, Schwarzer will again speak on the state of
museums in Alaska through the lens of retrospection on where we have been, and what pros-
pects lay ahead.

Alaska Historical Society Conference Theme: Northern Waters
With two oceans, dozens of gulfs and seas, thousands of rivers, millions of lakes, and more
miles of coastline than the rest of the U.S. combined, Alaska has a long and important relation-
ship with water. Water bodies allow for the movement of people and goods. They determine
where people settle and build cities. Water plays a role in numerous industries, including min-
ing, lumber, fishing, tourism, and others.

This yeardés conference | ocation, Valdez, si
history, from its use by Alaska Native people for millennia, to the Spanish explorers who first
arrived on ships and gave Valdez its name, to the 1964 earthquake and tsunami that destroyed
the town, to the oil terminal and tankers that have provided both economic opportunity and envi-
ronmental devastation. Alaskads water is of
unique way. Glaciers offer a record of the past, thousands of years of history etched on their
faces and frozen within their cores. When rivers freeze they become travel routes for dog teams
and snowmachines, blurring the distinction between land and water. Our northern waters are
also a harbinger of changes to come, as the warming oceans and thinning ice pack bring new
sea life and new ships that stand to alter the Alaskan way of life.

N
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http://www.museumsalaska.org/conferences/keynotes.html

Keynote Speakers

Museums Alaska Keynote Speakétarjorie Schwarzer

YSey23G3S ! RRNBaay Ge¢eNdMzikKaz [ASa FyR
Marjorie Schwarzer is executive editor of thieiIseums and Social Issues: A Journal of Reflective Dis
coursepublished by the University of Washington, Seattle and author of the awarding book,
Riches, Rival and Radicals: 100 Years of Museums in Arpabtahed by the American Association @
Museums. A prolific author and seasoned museum professional, she directed the museum studie
graduate program at John F. Kennedy University from tQ8fe 2011. She recently helped to found
museum studies preparatory course in the United Arab Emirates and also serves as an adjunct fg
member for Bank Street College in New York. In the 1980s and 1990s, she served in senior level
GA2ya 4G / KAOIFI32 / KAfRNBYQa adzaSdzy FyR . 24f
loved mutt in Oakland California.

In September 2001, she delivered a keynote address at the Museums Alaska conference in Valdé
G/ 2LAY3I YR ¢KNAGAY3I gAGK / KIFy3S Ay destzb&dny a
adzaSdzya !'flail YSYOSNRB la aiK2dAKI LINRG21AY
these themes as they have played out in Alaska in the last decade.

AHS Keynote Speakdbouglas Brinkley, Ph.D

Douglas Brinkley, Ph.D., is the fellow in history at the Baker Institute and a professor of history at
''YAGSNBRAGE D . NAY ]t SeQa TheDaiet WS SvivgiAlagkaizoNildeDessi
Kingdom, 18799606 &G ¢ KS 2 Af RSN)yS&aa 2 NNA2NYXY ¢KS2R2N
AOF€¢ O6Hnnp0OT G¢KS wSIEFILY 5AFNARSaAE OHABTOSND
DNBFG 5StdzZa3SY | dzZNNAOFYS YIUNARYIFZ bS% hNISKY
recipient of the Robert F. Kennedy prize. He is a contributing editor for Vanity Fair, Los Angeles
Book Review and American Heritage, as well as a frequent contributor to The New York Times,
V2N SN YR ¢KS HafryOdAO az2yidkKteod Ly | NBOSy
LI ad YIFaGSNWe . STF2NB wAOS ! yAGSNARAGES . NAY|
dore Roosevelt Center for American Civilization at Tulane University. From 1994 to 2005 he was
Stephen E. Ambrose Professor of History and director of the Eisenhower Center for American St
the University of New Orleans. While a professor at Hofstra University, Brinkley spearheaded the
can Odyssey course, in which he took students on erosstry treks on which they visited historic sit
and met seminal figures in politics and literature. He also spent a year teaching history at the U.S
I OF RSYe8 YR tNAYyOSG2y | YyAGSNEAGED® . NAy|fSe
sity and received his doctorate in U.S. diplomatic history from Georgetown University. He has rec
honorary doctorates from Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Trinity Coll
Hartford, Conn.
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Pre-Conference Workshops
Wednesday, September 21

MA Workshop 1: Collections Management Mountmaking. Limit 10 participants

MA Workshop 2: DONT PANIC: Planning for Museum Emergencies Great and Small. No limi
participants

Conference Workshop
Saturday September 24

MA Workshop 3: Museum Collections Objects Labeling. Limit: 24 participants

Each workshop costs $50 and includes a toolkit for your institution

Conference Sessions
T MA Sessions AHS Sessions

Nuts and Bolts of Copyright for Museums amd Valdez History

Archives 1 Early Pioneers

Navigating the Challenges of Shipping in § Ted Stevens Papers at UAF
Alaska _ o

2Kl G ¢KS2 S5ARyQa ¢ 8l JRNESYMicig-SoutheasAlgska
School 1 Machines on the Move

Contemporary Alaska Art Collecting T Fishing in Northern Waters

Found Objects: Why Provenance Still Matters Followup Q&A with Douglas Brinkley
I:P)igital Ptr_eservatign for Aud(i:ovisu_alhlllllc_adia' 1 Maritime Historiography
erspectives on =merging Lopyright Law d'|r1] Digitizing the Constitutional Convention Min

Policy
New Facility Development and Community. ~ Utés

Based Capital Campaigns 1 'fraitrQa wsSkrt 22YSy
How to Look at a Painting for Condition 1 Ships of Alaska

Detailed Conservation Surveys: What They
are, How to Make them Successful, and How
They Can Benefit Your Museum
Museum Q&A

Retrospective on the Past 10 Years in Alas
Museums
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
2011 Museums Alaska Awards
9F OK &SI NJadzaSdzva !'flFaill LINBaSyida GKS x2ft dzy
members of the Alaska museum community.

* The Volunteer of the Year Award is given to a distinguished volunteer whose nomination reflec
GKSANI RSRAOIFIGAZ2Y | a | @2fdzyGSSNI G 2yS 27

*¢KS tNBaARSYy:(IQa ! 61 NR Aa 3IAGSYy (G2 Iy AYRA
tributions to the Alaska Museum Community.

Please complete the form below and return to: Allison McLain, Museums Alaska, PO Box 222713
Anchorage, Alaska 9952Phis form is also available on the conference website

All nominations must be postmarked eemailed by August 1, 2011
Nominations received after this date will not be accepted.

Please check onel: President 6s Awa rI dVoldnoear iofrthe YearoAward Nominatio

Nominee Name:

Institution:

Reason for Nomination:

Museums Alaska July 2011 P#ge



2011 Donna Matthews Professional Development Scholarshiy

Apply online now until June 15, 2011
at www.museumsalaska.org

Please NoteYou must be an Museums Alaska individual member and t
Institution you work for must be a Museums Alaska institutional membe
You can join odine at www.museumsalaska.org

Donna Matthews Conference Memorials

Professional Development This year we will once again honor
those in our community who have

Fund passed away since last years annual
meeting.

Silent Auction
A memorial slideshow will be shown at a

conference reception, and biographies
and photographs will included in our

The DMPDF supports our annual
conference program.

scholarship program. We raise the funds
for this program during our annual silent Submit a 156word biography and

auction. Please think of something you photograph of those in our community

might donate as an auction item and who made significant contributions to
,muss e ums,

Rzyoi F2NBSO o2 dNloKS S Sokzazcﬁhseri{aa&s Y
packing for the conference.

Send information to Allison McLain at
museums.alaska@yahoo.com by August 31

Museums Alaska July 2011 P8ge



Museums Alaska Board of Directors Call for Nominatio

The Museums Alaska Board of Directors will solicitnail nominations for new board
members between Monday July 11 and Wednesday August 31, 2011.

PLEASE NOMINATE OR-SEXWINATE CANDIDATES WHO WILL REPRESENT YOUR INTERE
MUSEUM ISSUES.

A Museums Alaska board member can serve twe&rs terms; must be a member in good standing
receives no compensation; must attend the annual meeting and three quarterly teleconferences;
serves on one or more committees; and works to effectively promote Museums Alaska to the
membership and other agencies and organizations.

Museums Alaska has a 9 member board, and three seats are open. The procedure for submitting
nations is: a member may nominate another person with that person's consent, or a member ra
nominate. All nominations must be accompanied by a-M@@d biography and a 505 word narrative
statement about your interest in serving on the MA Board of Directors.

Nominations for these seats are now being accepted by the MA Nominating Committee.

Please submit your nomination and 100 words narrative biography to: Steve Henrikson at
steve.henrikson@alaska.gdMominations received after Wednesday August 31, 2011 will not be
Nominees will be contacted regarding their nomination acceptance and a ballot assembled and djs
uted to MA members by-enail for voting between Monday September 12 and Friday September 1§
2011.

Newly elected board members will be announced at the Museums Alaska Board Meeting Saturd:
September August 24, 2011. The newly elected board members will start their duties at the Musé
Alaska Board Meeting via teleconference December 8, 2011.

If you have questions, please contact Steve Henriksaieat.henrikson@alaska.gov
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http://us.mc1140.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=steve.henrikson@alaska.gov
http://us.mc1140.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=steve.henrikson@alaska.gov

Juneau-Douglas City Museum wins 2011 AASLH Award of Merit

In June the American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) proudly announced that the
JuneatDouglas City Museum is the recipient of an Award of Merit from the AASLH Leadership in

History Awards, now in its 6Byear, is the most prestigious recognition for achievement in the preser-
vation and interpretation of state and local history.

In 2007, the JuneaDouglas City Museum embarked on a my#ir digital story project entitletln-
eau: Al as k aibencolrage student participdtign in civic government through primary

source research while simultaneously fosterin
community memories. The project also sought t
understanding, interpreting, and exhibiting I
grams, Alysia (McLain) Jones, worked with 92
dle Schools to research, write, interview, record, and assenribigiBute digital stories covering four

main topics: Alaskabd6s Capital, Cultures of Ju

for Statehood. The final 20 digital stories, completed in December 2010, consist of student narration,

Floyd Dryden students interview former
Grand President of the Alaska Native Sis
terhood Selina Everson about the Alaska
Native Sisterhood and the Alaska Native .
Brotherhood.

[ ]

Photograph by JDCM staff.

Through collaboration with the Juneau School District, the museum provided local students, teac
and community members with a sense of ownership over their state and local history. For exam
when asked if they would encourage students to participate in future projects of this type, one Fl
Dryden Middl e School student wrote fAYesépeo
high quality of the finished digital storie
primary sources, conduct oral history interviews, and edit digital media, but also their sense of pr
creating something that went beyond the classroom. Additionally, students at Floyd Dryden were
spired to carry the project into their language arts classes and create poems about statehood an
crimination.

Story continues on next pa

Museums Alaska July 2011 Pa@e
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Students from Floyd Dryden Middle

School gather information for their

digital story projects from the Juneau
Douglas City Museumbo
Politics, Personalities & Power.

Photograph by JDCM staff.

Through the process of interviewing Tlingit elders, government officials, community members, and in-

di viduals present at significant moments in Al
generations while also ensuring the collective
digital stories. Additionally, several infor ma

interviews thus fostering a sense of pride in both the students and the Juneau community.

The museum furthered its mission through this innovative and educational project, presenting a complex
exhibit theme in a dynamic and compelling way. The overwhelming positive response to these digasl
stories has led the museum to seek community involvement in subsequent exhibits and public prﬂams

Juneau: Al as ksa@asableCfar public wdwingdn thieglitics, Personalities & Powesx-
hibit. A notebook containing the scripts of each story and information about the historical photogr
featured with the narration is available for visitors who are hearing impaired or want more inform
FIl oyd Dryden Middle School student poems ar
pl ayers at the Museumés f r offAnnidesankofAla3ke Statghane
Celebration held on July 4, 2009, at the JurAeauglas City Museum, at which 500 people attended
including current and former legislators, Tlingit elders, and community members present at the o
ceremony in 1959.

Teachers visiting the Museum have requested copies of the digital stories for classroom use and
visitors enjoy recognizing the names of the students that produced these digital Biossithe
Poetry podcasts, please visit the JuABauglas City Museum website,
www.juneau.org/parkrec/museum
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Producing Petroglyphs
Amy Steffian, Deputy Director, Alutiig Museum and Archaeological Repository

LG Aa | f20 Y2NBE O2YLIX AOIFGSR G2 LINRPRdAzZOS N2O
what Alutiig Museum Executive Director Sven Haakanson found when he set out to try this spring

The Alutiig Museum is hostingaydarz Yy 3 SEKAOAG 2y Y2RALF 1 NROJ

ongoing study of the Cape Alitak petroglyphs. Petroglyphs are images pecked into stone, not to
confused with pictographs, which are rock paintings. For the past decade, Haakanson has been
ing a few weeks of each summer investigating the rock carvings at Cape Alitak, a wind and wave
LI2dzy RSR fFYyRaOlILIS +d Y2RAIF] LatlyRQa &a2dzikK$s

> Cuumilly Igarua'it,
« * Yaaman; Aluwaqllini

The Ancestors” Writings on the Rocks at Cap:;&(

Photograph Coutesy of the Alutiig Museum and Archaeological Repository

G¢KS /LIS 'EAGE] LISGNRIfELIKE NB GKS I NBSa
F1{Fyazyo G! yiat NBOSyuGufesxs GKS& KIFIR yS@SNI o
museum took on the maddening task of documenting the fading artwork and the ancient settleme
GKFG tAS 0SKAYR GKSYZ GAGK adzZlLI2 NI FNRBY | b
hard granite bedrock, the glyphs are fading from view. Some are covered by the tide daily, other:
overgrown with algae or partially buried. A bucket of water, shifting light, and a great deal of pati¢
helped the archaeologists see the ancestral images, and to map and photograph many for the m
aSdzyQa | NOKA@Sao

Results from the survey are being displayed at the Alutiig Museum, where wall murals, maps, gra
photographs, and video bring the ancient images to life. The center of the show, however, is a se

12 replica petroglyphs, painstakingly carved by Haakanson on evenings anemasek
Story continues on next page
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28 61 yiSR (2 SELSNASYyOS (KS aAail § 2F¥ GKS LIS
people realize. We also wanted our visitors to be able to interact with the petroglyphs by making t
26y NMzooAy3IJad az2ad LIS2LX S OFyQlhG @Aarad /LIS

FNIg2N] G2 Y2RAIl ] @¢

How did Haakanson manage to create those replicas? No one in the Alutiig community remembe
making petroglyphs. This art form, and even related rock sculpting techniques like lamp making, f
long ago. So, Haakanson did what all good artists i experimented. First, he needed rocksize-
able boulders on which to carve designs. Haakanson gained permission from Koniag, Inc. and the
inkie Native Corporation to harvest large wateorn boulders from their lands. Andy Christofferson
kindly helped. Then Haakanson set to work in the back of his pick up truck.

After transferring a fulbized petroglyph to a boulder, he tried different methods of carving. Most ar
chaeologists thought that ancient Alutiigs made the petroglyphs by using a long, narrow beach cok
LISO1 GKS RSaAdy Ayid2 (GKS adaNFIFOS 2F y2G4KSN
added another step. He used a hammer to drive the other rock. That worked better. Eventually
stituted a chisel for the hand held pounding rock, and a pneumatic air pounder for the hammer. O
he had the technique perfected, each carving took about two hours. Some help from Mitch Simeo
FYR 1 IF{lya2yQa RIFIdZAKIGSNARZ 9AfARK FyR . Sftfl
many beautiful things by carving stond 2 2f a8 RSO2NJ} §SR fFYLBAI | YyR
6 NR (2 SELISNAYSYidAy3a Y2NB 6AGK NRO]l OF NBAY

Mitch Simeonoff with Cape Alitak Petroglyph
: reproduction. Photo by Sven Haakanson.

Cape Alitak petroglyph reproduction.
Photo by Sven Haakanson.
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A Tour of the new Alaska Veterans Museum (AVM)

Col. Suellyn Novak Wright (U.S. Air ForcRetired)
Executive Director, Alaska Veterans Museum

table and be reminded there are many brothers who could not celebrate with us at the grand opening of
LflFall +£+SGSNIyQa adzaSdzyo 2SS K2y 2NJ GKSY |yR (K
brothers and sisters who also served.

5ANBOGT & ONEéé FTNRY @& 2dz AUSS G Ovconleté \d@itly 36 ainer¥fty 100
AKALIQa ONBg FyR (dzAa FyR FANBS FTAIKGAYy I Sljdzi LIYS
KSNJ aKALIQA LI §OK® [ 221 dzLJ F'yR @&2dz ¢gAft &asSsS GKS

Marine.

9, built by John Papineau of Anchorage. The model
has over 30 aircaft and 200 figures plus tugs, bomb
carts, and fire fighting equipment; it took 19 months of
loving labor.

Photograph courtesy of the Alaska Veterans
Museum.

GKS adldAz2y aaday FNRBY !G0dzQa [2Nry {dFdA2ys Al
also see th&JSCGC Stoyiat 64 years 5 monthsofaged KS gl a GKS avdzSSy 27F

the United States.

,2dzQft GKSYy Y2@S AyidG2 GKS fIFNHBHS RAaLIXle& 2y GKS
only the second time in American history, the United States was invaded by a foreign army and it happe
NAIKG KSNB Ay '1flFaijle alye !'flallrya R2y Qi (1y2s
combat photos, artifacts from soldiers who fought on Attu, and the equipment they used such as the US
SignalCorps EE! CA St R ¢St SLIK2YyS Ay fSIFGKSNI OFaSo | 2dz

Next see the leather flying jacket of 2Lt Bud Elkins, his squadron photos and a model-ditipaiRted as an
Aleutian Tiger of the 11 Fighter Squadron. Look at the drawing and the poster of the Aleutian Algktalso
has a large Aleutian Tiger display at our partner museum, the Alaska Aviation Museum. A diorama and
IN} LKA 2F GKS tflFajil {O2dzia FTAAK OF YLIZ I &1 ¢l @

As you enter the museum to your left you will see the Prisoner of War/ Missing in Action (POW/MIA) flag anc

Continuing around to your left, the next section features a tribute to the United States Coast Guard and displ

Sy
KS

decommissioned. This area of the museum also displays Bill Swears collection of hats that show his service

I
ned

G
Armn
g A

several photo albums, books on the campaign, a large four panel display, and a wall display of aircraft in the
Aleutian Campaign plus overhead, models of24Eand a B5 painted in Aleutian Squadron colors fly in clear
weather, not the pea soup they flew in with all the williwaws. There is a tribute to the Alaska Territorial Guarc

phot
/I
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A Tour of the new Alaska Veterans Museum (AVigntinued

The flight simulator is nexghere you can be an-E2 Raptor jock or a civilian hot shot. This simulator has 200

aircraft from which to choose your flight adventure. Next is the World War | gallery with uniforms of Alas
K2 aSNWSR Ay (GKS DNBFG 2FNE I dldFrd GKS 21 N (2
helmet, photographs of gas masks for mules, and other World War | (WWI) photographs, as well as the

KaNSs

bool

Jimmie Muckridge donated on U.S. Navy ships from the Revolutionary War to just prior to WW I. Next come

early days in Alaska with photographs and a reference notebook for all the military posts in Alaska. Get

Up C

and personal with the wall map where all the stick pins show that each branch of the five U.S. Armed Servic

KFR YR Kla | KdzAS LINBaSyoS Ay tflail o . 2dzQf €
and White Alice Stations.

The tribute to Alden Todd and his Battle of the Bulge service is next in our exhibits. This tribute leads nature

into the Korean War section showcasing Leo Hannan and his book and equipment. Look at the posters

of tt

forgotten war to learn how it has changed our world. The Vietham War is covered next with the Airborne uni

form of the late Jim Pinski and the SeaBee uniform of Michael Johnson. The role of the Alaska Army Na

ation

Guard and Alaska Air National Guard is also displayed with items and photos from their historical collections

Then visit our gift shop, join up, and help us grow! We offgritts, caps, buttons, books, and DVDs, and ar
looking to widen our selection of souvenirs as we grow.

CKIy| @2dz F2NJ KRSBRIA YRl tF BgE&dNE €2 NA2

e
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WWMD?

Chris Hanson, Senior Curator of Programs, Ketchikan Museums

What would MacGyver do?

Huh? What in the world does that have to do with the brass mount making workshops offered by Museums
Alaska?

One of the challenges of small museums throughout Alaska is providing museum quality mounts for the
storage and exhibition of their objects. Many museums lack the resources to purchase mounts or lack the
staff trained to produce such mounts-lrouse. This workshop was intended to address this problem.

Inspired by the 80s TV show where secret agent Angus MacGyver escaped a myriad of jams by using only
trusty Swiss Army knife and common household objects, the workshop was developed to teach techniques
that would allow small institutions to produce their own high quality brass mounts for their collections using
materials and supplies available locaglyell, for the most part available locally.

During the first part of the onelay workshop participants focused on the basics of silver soldering and
metal working. Then everyone fired up their torches and practiced metal forming and different types of sol-
RSNAYy3a (SOKyAljdzSa FyR 22Ayad LG slayQid G22 f2y3
rewarding to see faces change from looks of fear and frustration (some had never used a torch before) to
satisfaction by the end of the workshop. As an added bonus, each student was able to take a basic mount
making basic tool kit back to their institution.

Special thanks to the Alaska State Museum Ghaiftid program- without their generous support this
workshop would not have been possible.

)

Diana Martin (Inupiat Heritage Center) checks Chris Hanson (Ketchikan Museums) talks to

out her brass mountmaking toolkit. Scott Neel (Alaska Native Heritage Center) anc
Diane Fleeks (FairbaskCommunity Museum)
about soldering.

All photographs on this page and the next are courtesy of Museums Alaska.
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2010 Brass Mountmaking Work-
shop hosted by the University of
Alaska Fairbanks Fine Arts Depart
ment Metals Workshop

Workshop Participants (clockwise
from left): Ingrid Martis, Museum
of the Aleutians; Tafa Finnesand,
Ahtna Cultural Center; Darian LaT
cha, Anchorage Museum; Scott L
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mount; Scott Neel, Alaska Native
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Duncan Cottage Museum.




